
Worse than the Dreyfus
Affair, UN Special Rappor-
teur Nils Melzer denounces
the Assange Affair as an
international scandal of
judicial misconduct, and
breakdown of the Rule of
Law in the USA, UK, Sweden
and Ecuador.

It may appear unnecessary
to repeat the truism that

democracy depends on transparency and ac‐
countability, and yet, how often has the demo‐
cratic order been betrayed by our leaders in the
recent past? How often have the medias aban‐
doned their watchdog function, how often have
they simply accepted the role of an echo-cham‐
ber for the powerful, whether government or
transnational corporations? Among the many
scandals and betrayals of democracy and the
rule of law we recognize the persecution of in‐
convenient journalists by governments and their
helpers in the media. Perhaps the most scandal‐
ous and immoral example of the multinational
corruption of the rule of law is the “lawfare” con‐
ducted against Julian Assange, the founder of
Wikileaks, who in the year 2010 uncovered war
crimes and crimes against humanity committed
by the United States and its NATO allies in Afgh‐
anistan and Iraq.
In a world where the rule of law matters, the

war crimes would have been promptly investig‐
ated, indictments would have been issued in the
countries concerned. But no, The ire of the gov‐
ernments and themedia focused on the journalist
who had dared uncover these crimes. The perse‐
cution of this journalist was a coordinated assault
on the rule of law by the United States, United

Kingdom and Sweden,
later joined by Ecuador.
The instrumentalization of
the administration of
justice – not for purposes
of doing justice, but to
destroy a human being –
pulled more and more
people into a joint-criminal
conspiracy of defamation,
trumped-up charges, in‐
vestigations without in‐
dictment, deliberate delays and covers-up.
In April 2021 my college, Professor Nils

Melzer, the UN Rapporteur on torture, published
a meticulously researched and methodically un‐
assailable documentation of this almost incred‐
ible saga.
His book can well be called the “J’accuse” of

our time, reminding us how our authorities have
betrayed us, how four governments colluded in
the corruption of the rule of law. Like Emile Zola,
who in 1898 exposed the web of lies surrounding
the scandalous judicial framing of the French
Colonel Alfred Dreyfus in France, Nils Melzer
shocks us 122 years later with proof of how
countries that are ostensibly committed to the
rule of law and human rights can betray the
democratic ethos with the complicity of the
mainstream media. Melzer writes about “con‐
crete evidence of political persecution, gross ar‐
bitrariness on the part of the administration of
justice and deliberate torture and abuse”.1
This is an enormously important book be‐

cause it requires us to abandon our “comfort
zone” and demand transparency and accountab‐
ility from our governments. Indeed, it is scandal‐
ous that none of the four governments involved
in the frame-up cooperated with Professor
Melzer and only answered with “political platit‐
udes”. Me too, I experienced the same lack of co‐
operation from powerful countries to whom I ad‐
dressed notes verbales concerning violations of
human rights – none of them responded satis‐
factorily.
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Melzer reminds us of Hans-Christian Ander‐
sen’s fable “The Emperor’s new clothes”. Indeed,
everyone involved in the Assange frame-up con‐
sistently maintains the illusion of legality and re‐
peats the same untruths, until an observer says:
“But the Emperor has no clothes!” That is the
point. Our administration of justice has no
clothes and instead of advancing justice, it col‐
ludes in the persecution of a journalist, with all
the implications that this behaviour has for the
survival of the democratic order. Melzer con‐

vinces us with facts – that we are living in a time
of “post-truth”, and that it is our responsibility to
correct this situation now, lest we wake up
tyranny.2

1 Melzer, Nils. Der Fall Julian Assange. Piper Verlag,
Munch 2021, p. 14.
See also https://www.dw.com/en/the-case-of-julian-
assange-rule-of-law-undermined/a-57260909 and
https://www.republik.ch/2020/01/31/nils-melzer-about-
wikileaks-founder-julian-assange

2 Ibid. p. 326–331
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