
Geneva (ICRC) – “Widening 
hostilities across the 
Middle East are putting ci-
vilian lives in grave danger. 
The scale of major military 
operations flaring across 
the Middle East risks em-
broiling the region – and 
beyond – into another 
large-scale armed conflict 
that will overwhelm any hu-

manitarian response. Without urgent steps to 
de-escalate the situation and respect the rules of 
war, further civilian lives will be lost.

Civilians are already suffering the con-
sequences of war. All parties to armed conflict 
have an obligation to uphold the rules of war, 
which are unequivocal. Civilians and civilian in-
frastructure must be spared from hostilities. 
Schools must remain sanctuaries for learning 
where children can feel safe and protected from 
attacks, and hospitals must remain sanctuaries 
for saving lives.

Medical personnel and first responders, such 
as the Red Cross and Red Crescent National So-
cieties, must be protected in all circumstances 
and be able to carry out their work safely. All 

parties must allow and facilitate safe and unres-
tricted access for impartial humanitarian assist-
ance to reach those in need.”

For more information, please contact:
Hachem Osseiran, ICRC Dubai, 
tel: +971504254091, email hosseiran@icrc.org

Source: https://www.icrc.org/en/statement/icrc-president-
widening-hostilities-across-middle-east-civilian-lives-grave-
danger, 2 March 2026

27 March 2026

Widening hostilities across 
Middle East putting civilian lives in grave danger

The following is a statement from ICRC President Mirjana Spoljaric: 

About the ICRC
The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) is 
a neutral, impartial and independent organization with 
an exclusively humanitarian mandate that stems from 
the Geneva Conventions of 1949. It helps people 
around the world affected by armed conflict and other 
violence, doing everything it can to protect their lives 
and dignity and to relieve their suffering, often along-
side its Red Cross and Red Crescent partners.
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