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Good morning in the “Brave New World”

The media are failing as a guarantor of democracy
by Thomas Scherr*

We live in a bubble. A medial bubble. In a media
bubble of the “Western values”. We now know al-
most nothing about the world around us. Maybe
the weather report is still correct. But even there
we can expect “extreme weather”, “heat waves”
and “.the hottest winter/spring/summer/au-
tumn since 1970/1950/1900 or since measure-
ments began ...". Temperature information, pollen
reports and information about wind direction are
approximately correct. That's it. This situation is
all the more bitter because we have to be well in-
formed in the face of a worsening world situ-
ation.

Ladislaus Ludescher from the Goethe University
Frankfurt has made it his mission to compare
how wars and famines around the world are re-
flected in our daily news. To do this, he ex-
amined the most widespread German-language
news portals such as the Swiss “Tagesschau”,
the German ARD “Tagesschau” and the Austrian
“ZIB 1”. Comprehensive, serious reporting on
the problems of our world? ..Well, you guessed
it. For example, the news about the Oscars is
more extensive than that about the war in Ye-
men, which has been going on for nine years,
has cost over 377,000 lives and, in 2017, resul-
ted in the largest cholera epidemic ever recor-
ded.

Human suffering is ignored

Ludescher notes: “Reports apparently only occur
when people or interests of the Global North are
affected in some way. It is frightening to note,
using a concrete and very real example, that hu-
manitarian disasters and human suffering are
clearly not enough on their own to be noticed in
the news when the affected areas take place in
the Global South. How else can the media's lack
of interest in the 'deadliest war of the 21st cen-
tury' and the 'worst humanitarian crisis in the
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world' be explained?”’ What is happening in the
southern hemisphere is almost completely ig-
nored. However, it is not a problem of supply and
demand in the news market.

“Bush telegraph”

Let's move one step further. Whatever “informa-
tion” is ultimately selected from the northern
hemisphere is now so marginal and distorted
that hardly anything of reality shines through.
The few news agencies that still exist only ac-
cept reports that fit into their portfolio. The “qual-
ity media”, in turn, then only selects reports to
which they give the finishing touches, i.e. “the
spin”. In short: What we notice at the end of the
“Bush telegraph” from the world outside our
sphere of vision usually has little to do with what
is actually happening in the world.

But how are we supposed to find out what is
happening in the world when our “quality media”
- to put it harmlessly — are constantly filtering
and distorting it? In the meantime, it is not only
media experts who consider this “filtering” — one
could also call it brutal “direction of the masses”
- to be questionable.

Who's “the bad guy” and who's “the good guy”?

Our big media companies hint at who is “bad” or

“good” and exactly how to think about this or

that. Look at some of the “quality media”, such as

those funded by your taxes:

- What information do they choose to broad-
cast? Which one find its way onto the radio, TV,
newspaper or smartphone?

— Who or what is portrayed and how? Who is “un-
likeable”, who is “likeable”?

- Which opinions, feelings or attitudes are con-
veyed (connoted) in addition to the main mes-
sage?

The most difficult question remains

— Which news did not appear? (You can only pur-
sue this question if you can take note of news
outside the mainstream bubble. This is now re-
stricted in many EU countries. But, be careful,



there is not comprehensive reporting outside
the “Western values bubble” either).

Censorship is back

A radical shift in reporting has taken place over
the past two decades. Today in the EU and NATO,
with the support of secret services or “associ-
ations close to the governments”, inappropriate,
i.e. disagreeable opinions are being “fought over”,
and people also actively intervene in the area of
opinion formation with their own contributions.?
Looking back: Due to the critical reporting by
some alternative media® on the 2014 Maidan
coup, the EU felt compelled to actively intervene
in the media sector. Wolfgang Bittner wrote
about this in 2016:
“The European External Action Service [EEAS] is
also not above spreading fake news on a large
scale when it comes to Russia. In 2016, a spe-
cial unit called the East StratCom Task Force
(Strategic Communications Team East) was
formed to take care of ‘large-scale organized
propaganda’ by Russian authorities in EU coun-
tries. Experts at the EU Commission are certain
that Moscow is pursuing the goal of destabiliz-
ing the European Union and is conducting ‘hy-
brid warfare’ with targeted disinformation and
uncertainty.”

“Institute for Statecraft's Integrity”

It is therefore not surprising that “cyber units” of
state secret services support the governments’
censorship efforts. In connection with a PR
campaign for vaccination campaigns, the journ-
alist Whitney Webb described how various
secret service institutions, e.g. the British “Insti-
tute for Statecraft’s Integrity” or institutions affil-
iated with the CIA, were used on the Internet.®
The fact that “Western Values” abandoned their
constitutional principles is shown by the years
of illegal imprisonment of the journalist Julian
Assange. He had published documents about
US war crimes in Irag and Afghanistan.

Individual EU and NATO states are now dir-
ectly threatening dissenting views with punish-
ment. Think of the new EU Digital Services Act
(DSA); the planned German “Democracy Promo-
tion Act”; the French ban on expressing criticism
of an mRNA-based vaccination or the Canadian
proposal to impose prison sentences for dis-
senting opinions.® — Sorry, that's no longer called
democracy. This is totalitarian.

And Switzerland?

Switzerland’s four largest media companies in
also use the standardized “news pool” and thus

automatically follow the “opinion tapestry” of
the EU and NATO. But the editors-in-chief also
like to join in with the Brussels and Washington
choir.

In 1940, the Swiss government and the press
courageously defended themselves against Ger-
man Reich’'s “advice”. It was said at the time:
“Switzerland need not have any fears, provided
that its press does not commit any further care-
lessness. Even the small papers have to show
discipline because everything is being read in
Germany.”” Unfortunately, today the large Swiss
media companies are miles away from sticking
their heads out even a little bit from the Western
values bubble. Many small, independent news
portals in the country now provide somewhat
more balanced reporting.

No freedom without freedom of the press

One of the hallmarks and a characteristic of free
societies and democratic states in general is the
freedom of expression and, closely linked to it,
the freedom of the press. They remain an exist-
ential basis for every democracy, as without
them no free decision-making process is pos-
sible. But it is precisely these basic requirements
that are being actively under fire today, as the
new EU guidelines show.®

Let's hold on: Over the past 250 years, citizens
in Europe and the United States fought for hu-
man rights and freedom with blood and tears.
Freedom of speech and expression and the as-
sociated freedom of the press form the founda-
tion of every democracy because they are neces-
sary for the free formation of opinions. Anyone
who abuses this either thinks they know better
or has sinister plans.

In times of nuclear overkill, let us not fall back
into an absolutism in which conceited po-
tentates think they know what is good for the
people!

(Translation “Swiss Standpoint”)
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