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Defamation and attempts
to divide the farmer protest movement

by Marita Brune-Koch

For almost two months now, farmers have been
protesting on Germany’s streets against the fact
that it is becoming increasingly difficult for them
to make ends meet with their farms. In the begin-
ning, the major protests were very prominent in
the media. Suddenly they disappeared — not the
protests, which continued, but the reports in the
media. They were replaced by an omnipresent
coverage of the demonstrations “against far-
right”. This is quite contrary to the fact that farm-
ers from many European countries are united in
their protest: reports are reaching us from the
Netherlands, France, Belgium, Italy, and Poland,
but in the public media and the mainstream press
we hear and read virtually nothing about it. Obvi-
ously, this tactic is not enough; the protests still
seem too dangerous for those in power. So, they
are being helped along with a tried and tested
means: with the label “right-wing” the farmers are
now to be divided and silenced.

The preliminary climax of this disgusting smear
campaign is marked by an NDR (Northern Ger-
man Broadcasting) interview with a research as-
sistant at the University of Gottingen. She di-
vides the farming community into good and bad
organisations. The good ones are — how could it
be otherwise — rather green. The others are
everything the chamber of horrors has to offer in
terms of slander: right-wing, right-wing extrem-
ist, right-wing populist. She uses the word “right-
wing” in these combinations at least 10 times in
an interview that lasts a mere three minutes. She
doesn'’t provide a single piece of evidence, not a
single example. She doesn’t substantiate any-
thing; she doesn’t even have a study to show for
- nothing.

The interviewer, who interviews her sympath-
etically, even asks her: “What do you base this
on?" In response, the interviewed person contin-
ues to ramble on, weaving in expressions like
“right-wing” 6 times plus “conspiracy theory”
once, but not a single clear, factual statement, let
alone any evidence. She repeatedly denounces
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various organisations and associations explicitly
by name. And these are precisely the ones that
make clear demands, point out existing links and
establish and strengthen human connections
among farmers and with other protesters from
the SME sector.

Public defamation of a person

The interview reaches the height of perfidy when
the “research assistant” personally defames the
farmer Anthony Lee, to publicly crucify him. An-
thony Lee is a German farmer who plays an im-
portant role in the protest movement, who has an
informing, motivating and unifying effect. He is a
good speaker, expresses himself clearly, doesn’t
accept any orders to be quiet but always speaks
to the point and calls a spade a spade.

However, this young “research assistant” who
has so far been supported by the state and has
presumably never set up anything of her own or
taken on some responsibility and never run any
business, for example, she takes it upon herself
to trash a committed farmer, a citizen and family
man in the media. That is so nasty, so cowardly.
She has nothing to counter him with in terms of
content, not a single argument. But she is on the
side of those in power. And they don't really want
to change a thing in agricultural policy. It's about
pushing through Ursula von der Leyen's Green
Deal, about pushing through programmes such
as “From Farm to Fork”, about ensuring that the
government in Germany can continue to pursue



its ideological goals unhindered by citizens,
whatever the cost.

Never ever give up

It is imperative that farmers, craftsmen, entre-
preneurs, and all other citizens who want to
maintain or restore secure, democratic, and eco-
nomically stable conditions join forces so that

the backbone of the German economy, the SME
sector, is not further destroyed.

And perhaps we should also consider taking
legal action: In my opinion, what this young lady
is trumpeting to the world with the help of NDR
has nothing to do with science, but a lot with de-
famation of character.

(Translation “Swiss Standpoint”)
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Landwirtschaft in Bewegung

Struxdorf den 09. Februar 2024

Pressemitteilung

* LSV Deutschland und seine Landesverbande gehen juristisch gegen
diffamierende Behauptungen vor. *

Seit der Ausstrahlung der NDR-Sendung "NDR Hallo Niedersachsen" am 7. Februar 2024 wurden
schwerwiegende Anschuldigungen gegen die Landwirtschaft und einzelne Vertreter der Landwirte
erhoben. In der Sendung kam es zu einem Beitrag mit der Agrarsoziologin Frau Janna Luisa Pieper,
Mitarbeiterin der Georg-August-Universitat Gottingen, in dem sie behauptet, dass der LSV
Deutschland e V. und seine angeschlossenen Landesverbande rechtsextreme und rechtspopulistische
Positionen vertreten wiirden. In diesem Zusammenhang wurde auch unser Bundessprecher Anthony
Robert Lee namentlich genannt und mit rechtsextremen AuRerungen in Verbindung gebracht. Diese
Anschuldigungen wurden ohne jegliche Beweisgrundlage erhoben.

Der LSV Deutschland e.V. und seine Landesverbande mochten hiermit klarstellen, dass diese
Anschuldigungen unwahr und diffamierend sind. Wir distanzieren uns entschieden von jeglichem
extremistischen Gedankengut und setzen uns aktiv fur eine offene und demokratische Gesellschaft
ein. Als Beleg dafiir dienen unsere in den letzten Wochen angemeldeten und gemaR den gesetzlichen
Rahmenbedingungen durchgefiihrten Demonstrationen und dem hervorragenden Austausch mit der
Landes- und Bundespolitik.

Um dies zu priifen, haben der LSV Deutschland e.V. und seine Landesverbdnde rechtliche Schritte
eingeleitet. Wir sind fest entschlossen, unsere Reputation sowie die der gesamten
landwirtschaftlichen Branche zu verteidigen und werden alle uns zur Verfugung stehenden
rechtlichen Mittel nutzen, um gegen diese Verleumdungen und rufschiadigenden AuBerungen
vorzugehen,

Es ist bedauerlich, dass die éffentliche Debatte tiber die Herausforderungen in der Landwirtschaft
durch derartige unwahre Vorwiirfe diffamiert wird. Der LSV Deutschland e.V. und seine
Landesverbinde setzen sich weiterhin konstruktiv fir die Interessen der Landwirte ein und
appellieren an die Medien, verantwortungsbewusst und objektiv iber die Belange der Landwirtschaft
zu berichten.
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Press release: "LSV Germany" and its regional associations are taking legal action against
defamatory allegations. "We are fighting for the future of agriculture in Germany, for our farms,
our families, our livelihoods."
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