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Genocide against the Palestinians —
Craig Mokhiber steps down

by Alfred de Zayas, Geneva

courage that every interna-
tional civil servant should
have. He has stepped down
from his post as Chief of the
New York Office of the High
Commissioner for Human
Rights in protest against the
failure of the United Nations
to stop the genocide being
perpetrated by Israel against the Palestinians.

| have known Craig since 1992 and consider
him a friend, an intellectually honest, construct-
ive and optimistic UN official, a model for others.
But there are times when officials have to step
down, because the Organization has allowed it-
self to be hijacked.

Two other friends stepped down from their As-
sistant-Secretary-General posts in the 1990's —
Denis Halliday and Hans Christoph von Sponeck
— because of the complicity of the United Na-
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* Alfred de Zayas is a law professor at the Geneva
School of Diplomacy and served as a UN Independ-
ent Expert on International Order 2012-18. He is the
author of ten books including “Building a Just World
Order” Clarity Press, 2021.

tions in the US- led genocide of Iraq pursuant to
thoroughly criminal “sanctions” that killed over a
million human beings.
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28 October 2071
Dear High Comrmussioner,

This will be my last official conmmmication to you as Director of the New York Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights

Twrte at a moment of great angussh for the world, including for many of our colleagues. Once again. we
are seemng a genocide unfoldung before our eyes, and the Orgamzation that we serve appears powerless to
stop it As someone who has mvestigatad human rights in Palestine sice the 19805, lived in Gaza as a UN
human nghts advisor m the 1990s, and camned out several human nghts msstons to the country before and
smee, this 1s decply personal to me

Lalso worked in these halls through the genocides against the Tutsis, Hosnian Muslims, the Yazidi_ and the
Rohingya In each case when the dust settled on the horroes that had been perpetrated against dsfenseless
civilum populations, it became painfully clear that we had fuled in our duty to meel the imperatives of

prevention of mass atrocites, of protection of the and of for And so
1t has been with successive waves of murder and p agamst the P 2 the enture
life of the UN

High Commissioner, we are failing again

As a human rights lawyer with more than three decades of experience in the field, I know well that the
concept of genocide has often been subject to political abuse. But the current wholesale slaughter of the
Palestiniam peophe. oted m an ethno-nationalist settler colonal weology. m continuation of decades of
their systematic persecution and purging, besed entwely upon their status as Arabs, and coupled with
exphicat statements of intent by leaders m the Israch government and muibtary, leaves no room for doubt or
debate. In Gaza, civilian homes, schools, churches, mosques, and medscal institutions are wantonly attacked
as thewsmds of civiians ane massacrd T the West Bank, inchuding oceupried Jenusalem, homes are seized
and reassignied based entirely on race, and violent seftler pogrons are accongamied by Isrel military units
Across the land, Apartheid rules.

Thus 15 a text-book case of genocsde. The European. ethno nationalist, settler colonsal project 1n Palestine
has entered its final phase, toward the expedited destruction of the last renmants of indigenous Palestinian
Ife m Palestine. What's more, the governments of the United States, the Umited Kingdom. and much of
Europe, are wholly complicit m the homfic assault. Not only are these governments refusing to meet their
treaty obligations “to ensure respect” for the Geneva Conventions, but they are i fact actvely arnung the
assault, providing sconotic and mtelligence support, and giving political and diplomatse cover for Israel 5
atrocaties.

Volker Turk, High Commussioner for Human Rights
Palais Wilson, Geneva
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